
  Approved Council Meeting Minutes 12/22/2020 

  Page 222 
 

                    

  

City of Olmsted Falls 
Minutes of a Regular Council Meeting 

Tuesday, December 22, 2020 at 7:00 p.m. 

Conducted as a Virtual Meeting through Webex  
 

 

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.  Council President Paul Stibich called the meeting to order at 

7:00 p.m.  Roll call was conducted.  Councilmen Lori Jones, (arrived at 7:17 p.m.), Jennifer Jansen, 

Cornel Munteanu, Jay McFadden, Yvonne Buchholz, and Brian Chitester were present.   

 

Also, in attendance:  James Graven, Mayor, Andrew D. Bemer, Law Director, Nick Vitalone, Finance 

Director, Joe Borczuch, Service Director, Matt Sheehan, Fire Chief, and Terry Veloski, Assistant 

Finance Director.  Audience: 1.  

 

Approval of Minutes  
Mr. McFadden moved to approve the minutes from the Finance Committee Meeting of November 

17, 2020; Ms. Buchholz seconded.  Poll: 6 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  

 

Ms. Buchholz moved to approve the minutes from the Council Work Session of November 18, 2020; 

Mr. Chitester seconded.  Poll: 6 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried. 

 

Mr. Munteanu moved to approve the minutes from the Special Council Meeting of December 8, 

2020; Ms. Buchholz seconded.  Poll: 6 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried. 

 

Ms. Buchholz moved to approve the minutes from the Regular Council Meeting of December 8, 

2020; Mr. Chitester seconded.  Poll: 6 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  

 

Consideration of Amendment to the Agenda  

Mr. Munteanu moved to amend the agenda to include Ordinance 62-2020 under New Business and 

the addition of an executive session to discuss personnel matters pursuant to ORC 121.22(G)(1) at the 

end of the meeting; Ms. Buchholz seconded.  Poll: 6 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  

 

Mr. Stibich asked if the agenda needed to be amended to include an appointment to the Planning and 

Zoning Commission Board.  Ms. Mancini indicated that the Mayor will be making an appointment to 

the ABR board not planning as of yet.  Mr. Stibich asked again if the agenda needed to be amended to 

include the planning.  Ms. Mancini indicated that the planning appointment would not be discussed 

this evening.  

 

Mayor’s Report and Appointments  

Mayor Graven wished a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to all of City Council and the 

residents.  Since it is Christmas week, he will keep his report short.  

 

He asked Council to sponsor a motion to reappoint Marcia Hawkins to the ABR Board.  
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Ms. Buchholz moved to re-appoint Marcia Hawkins to the Architectural Board of Review for a three-

year term to expire on 12/31/2023; Mr. Chitester seconded.   

 

Mr. Chitester stated that everyone on the ABR, including Ms. Hawkins, are the hardest working 

people for the city in terms of historic preservation and if they want to stay on the board we need to 

keep them for as long as they want.  Mayor Graven indicated that Ms. Hawkins has been on the board 

for many years and he values her experience and wisdom.  He would like to thank her for her service 

to the city.  Mr. Stibich stated that in particular with her experience in horticultural and Uncle John’s 

Plant Farm is her baby, she is a world of knowledge of what does well in Olmsted Falls and want 

plants grow well in the city.  She is a welcome relief that she has accepted a re-appointment to ABR. 

Poll: 6 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  

 

Mayor Graven stated that he would like to thank HMS Industries for donating 100,000 disposable face 

masks to the city.  This gift is much appreciated.  He would also like to thank Chief Sheehan for 

picking up the donation.  

 

He would like to thank a Republic Services driver.  Last week this driver wrote done the license plate 

of someone who was stealing packages from a residence, he gave the information to the police who 

are investigating.  If you have been following the news all over Northeast Ohio there has been a 

problem with people stealing packages.  He would like to inform everyone that he has directed Police 

Chief Rogers to deploy plain clothes officers in order to take a proactive approach to this issue.  

 

He would also like to report that the city was awarded $75,000 from the State of Ohio for playground 

equipment.  If Council remembers, earlier in the year the city submitted a request to the state.  He 

would like to thank State Rep. Tom Patton for all of his help.  He stated that Rep. Patton contacted 

him last week and informed him that the city would receive $75,000.  The city requested $400,000 and 

appreciates the award of $75,000 for playground equipment.  This will allow the city to continue 

working on improving the parks and recreation.  

 

Communications from Residents - None 

 

Approval of Bills: 
Mr. McFadden moved to approve Pay Ordinance 2020-19; Mr. Chitester seconded.  Poll: 6 ayes; 0 

nays. Motion carried.  

 

Officials Reports: 
 

Joe Borczuch, Service Director  

Mr. Borczuch stated that leaf pickup is now finished for the year.  Since the snow melted, he was able 

to get that completed.  He indicated that the department did go through the city twice for brush pickup 

after the storms and the residents were pleased.  

 

He indicated that he has a requisition to Signal Service for a replacement of vehicle system detectors 

at Columbia and Cook and Columbia and Water.   
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Ms. Buchholz moved to approve a requisition to Signal Service for replacement of vehicle system 

detectors at Columbia and Cook and Columbia and Water in an amount not to exceed $8,250.00; Mr. 

Chitester seconded.   

 

Mr. Chitester asked what was involved with the cost.  Mr. Borczuch replied that they are one of the 

lowest and they have completed all the traffic signalization in the city. They will cut through the 

pavement and install underground wire, reseal the roadway, and re-coordinate the boxes for traffic 

control in the intersections.  Mr. Stibich stated that there is a magnetic sensor under the asphalt and 

they connect to that, will they replace the sensor.  Mr. Borczuch replied that new wiring will be 

needed because when the trenches were dug for the sewer project the old ones were cut through.  

There will be all new wiring installed through the pavement and then into a ground box which then 

goes to the traffic signal box.  Mr. Stibich stated that there is a wire that goes from Columbia and 

Water to Columbia and Cook that connects both of those sensors to a master box, is that correct.  Mr. 

Borczuch replied yes and the master box is at Columbia and Bagley, so the entire north end of town is 

signaled together to help traffic flow.  Ms. Jansen asked when this would be installed.  Mr. Borczuch 

replied that he does not have a timeline.  If Council approves the requisition, he can then place the 

order and get it scheduled.  He imagines that this would happen within approximately a month, they 

will have to order supplies.  This is also weather pending because the pavement needs to be dry in 

order to reseal. Mr. Stibich asked if these signals were tied into the traffic light at Bagley and 

Lindbergh and Bagley/Usher and Bagley/Mapleway.  Mr. Borczuch replied only the north end of 

town’s traffic lights are tied together.  So, Bagley/Usher; Bagley/Columbia; Water, Lewis are all tied 

together and then a secondary set up is done for the south end of town with Lindbergh, Sprague. This 

was done during the 2007 traffic signalization upgrade project.  Poll: 6 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  

 

Mr. Borczuch indicated that he has another requisition but will wait until Council considers the 

legislation on their agenda this evening.  

 

Mr. Borczuch wished everyone a Happy Holiday.  

 

Mr. Stibich stated that he was pleased with the way the service department cleared up all the brush 

after the storm.  After the first pickup he saw more brush being taken to tree lawns and wondered if 

the department would be able to get to it and since the weather cooperated the department did a great 

job.  

 

Mr. Stibich stated that there was a Blue Technologies requisition signed by Chief Rogers and asked 

the Mayor if he would like Council to approve that.  Mayor Graven replied yes and asked Council to 

sponsor a motion to approve the Blue Technologies requisition.  

 

Ms. Buchholz moved to approve a requisition to Blue Technologies for the new computer equipment 

and licensing upgrades per the sales proposal dated 11/25/2020 in an amount not to exceed 

$16,333.00; Mr. Chitester seconded.  Poll: 7 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  

 

Matt Sheehan, Fire Chief  
Chief Sheehan stated that the fire department is back to 100%, we have no full or part time employees 

out with COVID.  We purchased 40 rapid test kits for use within the fire department because of 

exposures that our firemen have, mostly to family members, and they come to work showing minor 

signs or symptoms. The rapid test gives results within 10 minutes.  We have used it twice since 

receiving them and all were negative.  These test kits are approved by the FDA and have 100% 
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results on negative testing, which is good, and runs about 88.4% on positive testing. If we have a 

positive test, we would send the firefighter out for one of the more involved tests.  This helps keep are 

firefighters on duty.  

 

The Mayor mentioned HMS Industries and the 100,000 surgical facemasks that we received. The 

Police Department received 10,000 and City Hall received 2,000. He also dropped off 2,000 at the 

Community Center.  He has them stored in the storage room inside the fire station.  He spoke to the 

owner of HMS Industries and asked about the possibility if our neighboring fire departments, such as 

Olmsted Township, needed some would it be okay to give them some and he has no problem how we 

distribute them, so if you have ideas on who may need some let him know as we have several 

thousand already in stock that the county supplied us with.  

 

The county is rolling out the COVID vaccine for the fire departments. Cuyahoga County has three 

locations two on the east side and one on the west side. The one on the west side is Westlake Fire 

Station on Columbia Road and the firefighters have to register online. The vaccine will be given on 

December 30th between 1PM and 6PM. There are about 2,000 firefighters in the county that they will 

have to give the vaccine to.  He notified all of the full-time firefighters about the registration and we 

have a couple of part time firefighters that are not affiliated with any other fire department so he 

notified them as well.  

 

He also has a requisition for Council’s consideration to Aladtec for online employee scheduling.  This 

software was put into full use in 2020 and has actually been invaluable especially with the COVID 

positive employees. If we have opening shifts people are notified immediately of the shifts and they 

get notifications on their phone and can sign up for the open shift almost immediately, so it is quite a 

benefit to the fire department.  

 

Mr. Chitester moved to approve a requisition to Aladtec for online employee scheduling in an 

amount not to exceed $2,751.00; Ms. Buchholz seconded.  Mr. Munteanu asked if this was a yearly 

expense.  Chief Sheehan replied yes.  Mr. Stibich asked how long the city has been using the system.  

Chief Sheehan replied that he put this into full use in 2020.  Mr. Stibich stated that it was invaluable 

to the Chief as far as scheduling, especially with COVID.  Chief Sheehan stated that because of the 

instant notification instead of trying to call people individually or text or email like they have been 

getting notified it gives them an instant notice for shift openings.  Poll: 7 ayes; 0 nays. Motion 

carried.  

 

Chief Sheehan thanked everyone for all the hard work they did this past year they have, City Council, 

Mayor Graven, Ms. Mancini, Ms. Veloski, Ms. Novak, Mr. Vitalone, Ms. Radigan and hopes 

everyone has a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.    

 

Nick Vitalone, Finance Director  

Mr. Vitalone stated that there are two ordinances on the agenda this evening for Council’s 

consideration.  He stated that 59-2020 is a temporary budget for the first three months of 2021 which 

would be through March.  Ordinance 60-2020 is the clean up appropriation for the current year.  He 

stated that Council will see transfers that were made and advances pertaining to prior year 

adjustments and he will explain those during the ordinance discussions.  

 

Mr. Stibich thanked Mr. Vitalone for his service over the past year.  He is sorry to see Mr. Vitalone 

leaving but does wish him all the best in the future.   
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Councilman Jay McFadden, Ward I  
Mr. McFadden wished everyone a Merry Christmas.  

 

Councilwoman Yvonne Buchholz, Ward III  
Ms. Buchholz wished everyone a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.  She is sorry to see Mr. 

Vitalone leaving.   

 

She stated that there are openings on the Park and Recreation Board so if you know of anyone that 

would like to serve please contact her, the Mayor, or Ms. Lukes.  

 

Councilman Brian Chitester, Ward IV  
Mr. Chitester stated that the ABR approved the St. Jude Dream Home blueprints.  They felt 

comfortable that the home would be beautiful.  He also informed the board that Council waived the 

costs associated with building the home.   

 

Mr. Chitester asked if Mr. Borczuch would be on site at the project down the street from him 

tomorrow.  Mr. Borczuch replied that he would not be but Mr. Edmondson who is his assistant will 

be on location.  Mr. Chitester stated that he was just inquiring.  

 

Mr. Chitester wished everyone a Merry Christmas.  He stated that it is sad to see Mr. Vitalone leave 

but does wish him the best in his future endeavors and hopes that they cross paths again.  

 

Council-at-Large, Jennifer Jansen 

Ms. Jansen stated that she would like to acknowledge Ms. Donna Winter, the Olmsted Community 

Center and the many volunteers and sponsors who made the Santa Drive Thru possible.  If you are 

not aware, Ms. Winter thought outside of the box and provided a Santa Claus drive-thru.  There were 

over 200 children participant in this event.  Families drove through the library lot, got to get out of 

their vehicles, take a picture with Santa, speak to Santa, drop off their letters for Santa and they also 

received a Christmas cookie and hot cocoa.  There were volunteers inside the building who took the 

letters and writing letters back to the children from Santa.  She stated that Ms. Winter went above and 

beyond with this event and everyone hopes that this will be completed again next year.  

 

Ms. Jansen replied that she would also like to acknowledge Grace Church.  The church hosted Shop 

with a Cop program at their church for Olmsted Township and Olmsted Falls police so they were able 

to socially distance with the children and shop online.  The church also made a very substantial 

donation towards this program.  

 

She stated that this past weekend Grace Church partnered with Christians in Action to collect 

donations and sponsors for a lot of Christmas gifts.  They collected the donations, set them up, and 

Christians in Action sent out invitations so they could come in during set blocks of time and pick off 

of the different tables and shop for Christmas presents for their families. They could not have done 

this without their help.  There were many volunteers who helped set this up, including Ms. Lori 

Jones, who helped with wrapping the presents.  

 

She stated that Ms. Ann Reichle generously donated to the Olmsted Falls Music Association 

$11,000.00 which was the amount they needed to reach their goal of $40,000 in order to obtain a 

50/50 grant from the Harding Trust.  She stated that Ms. Reichle’s donation put them at what they 
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needed to obtain $80,000 in total for new marching band uniforms.  This would not have happened 

without Ms. Reichle coming to the rescue.  She thanked Ms. Reichle for her generous donation.  

 

She is happy to report all of these wonderful things that have been happening in our community with 

volunteers and people coming together, Christmas spirit in action.   

 

She wished everyone a Merry Christmas.  

 

Council-at-Large, Lori Jones 

Ms. Jones stated that there was a cemetery meeting and unfortunately the December count is up.  This 

is not a good year for people. 

 

She wished everyone a Merry Christmas.  

 

She stated that since she is not logged into the link that the Clerk sends when Council goes into 

executive session will she still be signed on.  Ms. Mancini replied yes.  

 

Councilman Cornel Munteanu, Ward II  
Mr. Munteanu would like to thank Ms. Jansen for her report, it was very nice to hear.  

 

He wished everyone a Merry Christmas and to stay healthy.  

 

Council President Paul Stibich  
Mr. Stibich stated that he sent Council an email indicating that Ms. Jansen has agreed to serve as the 

liaison to the Planning and Zoning Commission and she will be a voting member.  He thanked Mr. 

Munteanu for his service on the Commission and will still be involved in a lot of other boards 

representing the city.   

 

He stated that he received a report from Mr. Bill Eichenberg that he was giving on the historical 

society which included a copy of JoAnn Dumound’s article for the Veterans Day services the city had 

at the cemetery with some very nice pictures.  He also had an interesting article on the Christmas Star 

by a gentleman named James Pickering along with a membership application for the historical 

society. If anyone is interested in seeing any of it as he does not know if it was made available to 

everyone but he would be glad to pass along the information.  

 

Andrew Bemer, Law Director  
Mr. Bemer stated that Ordinance 61-2020 is on for Council’s consideration and he would encourage 

passage.  This ordinance is regarding the collective bargaining agreement that has been negotiated 

between the administration and the AFL-CIO.  There was a significant understanding and 

appreciation by the labor union of the economic climate in view of the uncertainties of the COVID 

pandemic and he would like to commend their business agent Mike Piepsny, and Joe Borczuch and 

his staff for such a good faith understanding and position that they took in reaching this tentative 

agreement.  

 

The executive session is intended to bring Council up to-date on the status of the remaining collective 

bargaining negotiations that are ongoing.  
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Old Business - None 

 

New Business  

 

Ordinance 57-2020 

AN ORDINANCE ADOPTING AND RATIFYING THE SUBMISSION OF A GRANT 

PROPOSAL TO CUYAHOGA COUNTY IN THE SUM OF $51,000.00 FOR FUNDING 

FOR COVID-19 RELATED EXPENSES AND AUTHORIZING AND RATIFYING THE 

MAYOR’S EXECUTION OF SAID AGREEMENT AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY  

First Reading 

 

Mr. Munteanu moved to suspend; Mr. Chitester seconded.  Voice Vote: 7 ayes; 0 nays. Motion 

carried.  Mr. Chitester moved to waive the reading in its entirety; Ms. Buchholz seconded.  Voice 

Vote: 7 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  Mr. Chitester moved to adopt; Ms. Buchholz seconded.  

Poll: 7 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  

 

Resolution 58-2020 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO ENTER INTO A LIGHTING 

AGREEMENT WITH THE ILLUMINATING COMPANY FOR REPLACEMENT OF 

NON-LED LIGHTING WITH LED LIGHTS FOR STREET LIGHTS WITHIN THE CITY 

OF OLMSTED FALLS, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY   First Reading 

 

Mr. Chitester moved to discuss.  Mr. Chitester stated that the document indicates Option 3 and asked 

what was entailed in Options 1 and 2.  Mayor Graven indicated that Option 3 was the least expensive.  

Mr. Borczuch stated that Option 3 will replace the street lights with LED lights as they go out or fail.  

Mr. Stibich asked who replaces the lights.  Mr. Borczuch replied 95% of all the street lights are 

replaced by CEI.  The remaining lights that are owned by the city are replaced by the service 

department.  Mr. Stibich asked if those are the unique lamp posts.  Mr. Borczuch replied that most of 

them are the regular utility poles and the fiberglass lights are mostly through the developments.  He 

stated that option 3 would replace the lights with LED’s as the lights go out, for example, the mercury 

vapor, high pressure sodium, and metal hay lights would be replaced, there are about three different 

styles throughout the city. He stated that option 1 is more towards if, over time, half of Columbia 

Road gets replaced and the city feels that there is enough money we can ask them to replace the 

remainder of the lights on Columbia Road with LED’s at a cost of around $242.00 per light fixture.  

Option 2 is a much higher price per fixture at over $300 per light fixture because this option breaks 

down the costs over a longer period of time so you are paying interest. He stated that Option 3 was 

the best way at this point in time and as we get different funds or the lighting bill decreases then we 

can replace the lights throughout the city, as needed.  Mr. Stibich stated that it would be a huge 

upfront cost of $242 a fixture to do it all right now.  He asked if Mr. Borczuch had any idea what kind 

of savings these LED fixtures will give on the electric bill.  Mr. Borczuch replied that it will take 

some time to tell as the CEI representative was not able to give an exact amount; but he would be safe 

to say that we would probably see around a 50% decrease over time once they all got replaced. There 

are several other cities that have already gone with Option 3, Westlake being one.  Mr. Stibich stated 

that Option 3 gives the city the least expensive option upfront as we know money is tight and also 

gives us the option to designate an area to be replaced at any given time, if we so choose, by paying 

upfront for that area.  Mr. Borczuch replied yes.  
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Mr. Chitester moved to suspend; Ms. Buchholz seconded.  Voice Vote: 7 ayes; 0 nays. Motion 

carried.  Mr. Chitester moved to waive the reading in its entirety; Ms. Buchholz seconded.  Voice 

Vote: 7 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  Mr. Chitester moved to adopt; Ms. Buchholz seconded.  

Poll: 7 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  

 

Ordinance 59-2020 

AN ORDINANCE APPROPRIATING FUNDS FOR CURRENT EXPENSES AND OTHER 

EXPENDITURES OF THE CITY OF OLMSTED FALLS, OHIO, FOR THE PERIOD 

COMMENCING JANUARY 1, 2021 AND ENDING MARCH 31, 2021 AND DECLARING 

AN EMERGENCY    First Reading 

 

Mr. Munteanu moved to suspend; Mr. Chitester seconded.  Voice Vote: 7 ayes; 0 nays. Motion 

carried.  Mr. Chitester moved to waive the reading in its entirety; Ms. Buchholz seconded.  Voice 

Vote: 7 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  Mr. Chitester moved to adopt; Ms. Buchholz seconded.  

Poll: 7 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  

 

Ordinance 60-2020 

AN ORDINANCE APPROPRIATING FUNDS FOR CURRENT EXPENSES AND OTHER 

EXPENDITURES OF THE CITY OF OLMSTED FALLS, OHIO, FOR THE PERIOD 

COMMENCING JANUARY 1, 2020 AND ENDING DECEMBER 31, 2020. REPEALING 

ORDINANCE 50-2020, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY First Reading 

 

Mr. Munteanu moved to amend Exhibit “A” with substitution “Exhibit A Revised Final 

Appropriations”; Mr. Chitester seconded.  

 

Ms. Jansen asked Mr. Vitalone to give Council an overview of what had to be changed.  Mr. Vitalone 

stated that a lot revolved around the CARES Act Fund. The city received about $570,000 and much 

of that was used for police and fire salaries. We probably could have reduced more of the budget in 

the General Fund but he did reduce the police and fire budgets in the General Fund due to the salaries 

that we used the CARES Act monies for.  In addition to that, we recently received $25,000 for the 

community service fund which is also in the CARES Act budget and then the $51,000 is another item 

that is that fund. The initial funds that we used for the salaries were used to reduce the General Fund 

budget. The bigger items are related to prior year negative balances that the city had that were not 

reflect in their books.  There were basically five funds that were adjusted; Fund 209, according to the 

audit report, had a negative balance of $32,593.00; the city’s books showed that we had $349.00 

positive. In addition to that in 2019 there was a legal transfer done to that fund of $65,000 that has to 

be adjusted. According to our records we need $14,681.40 to bring that fund to zero; this is a debt 

fund for special assessments; the debt is paid off on that fund but it contains a negative balance; the 

second fund is 208, this is another debt service fund that is also paid off. The city has a balance of 

$55.33, the auditors tell us we have a negative balance of $9,361.00. This fund received an advance 

last year of $28,000 from the General Fund and the advance has to be paid back. So, what will 

happen is $28,000 will go back into the general fund and then we will pay that fund in a transfer 

$59,842.99. In 2014 there were OWDA funds that were apparently posted to the wrong funds, 

according to our auditors, that amounted to $55,290.00; fund 209 should have been increased by 

$55,290; fund 208 was a decrease of $32,594; fund 210 was a decrease of $19,133; and fund 211 a 

decrease of $3,563; so, the adjustment is $55,290 in total; cash stays the same but the auditors want it 

in different funds. This goes back some years, 2014 is the big thing that created this issue. So, 209 

and 208 need transfers; then the Main Street parking lot fund, we have a zero balance according to 
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our books, the auditors say an illegal transfer was done in 2017 at the end of the year from the 301 

fund, which is capital projects, into that fund for $95,792. So, what has to be done is to reverse the 

entry giving that fund a negative balance of $95,792; increasing fund 301, which is our capital fund, 

and then making a transfer out of the General Fund into 308 giving that a zero balance; that’s a lot of 

the transfer that is in the big number at the bottom.   He stated that he hesitated to do this this year 

and there are others but these were some of the big ones that he thought should be addressed this 

year.  Mr. Stibich stated that this appropriation will clean all that up.  Mr. Vitalone stated that it will 

change five different funds, 208, 209, 210, 211 and 308.  In addition, he does not know what is 

happening with the late monies that we were awarded from the CARES Act, the $51,000, if we would 

receive them before year end so if we expend the funds on the truck and the computer equipment and 

we don’t get the money by 12/31 then we would advance $51,000 into that fund; this is another item 

that was an advance that was added late.  These are the very large items but there are other items too.  

 

Ms. Jones stated that the city has been audited every year by the CPA company and every year Mr. 

Nogalo would go back and make adjustments; why are we still going back to 2017 and why isn’t that 

all cleared up yet because Mr. Nogalo was here and that CPA audited us for those year so why is this 

coming out now.  Mr. Vitalone stated that they are actually more that is why he really waited till the 

11th hour to even do it myself because there is more.  Ms. Jones stated that these were brought up 

long ago but were never done. Mr. Vitalone stated that they were not implemented into the system.  

Ms. Jones replied so these are repeat things that haven’t been done. Mr. Vitalone replied yes, the 

latest was last year the $65,000 and then the other one the $95,000 was from 2017 and then the 

revenue item was from 2014, so those were three of the bigger ones. Ms. Jones replied that these were 

in prior reports and our finance director never did them.  Mr. Vitalone replied that if you don’t change 

it then it gets repeated the next year and the next year.  

 

Ms. Jansen thanked Mr. Vitalone for taking the steps necessary to correct things, it sounds like they 

haven’t been corrected for many years and with you leaving, which she is sorry to hear especially 

since he has quite the grasp on the things that we need to be doing, but whoever gets appointed will 

he be able to share with them some of this information to help them. Mr. Vitalone replied yes and he 

will show them what we are doing and it’s in the report.  He has a little change that he needs to 

mention, the $791.88. He will show whoever is appointed what we did and it is laid out on a 

spreadsheet and was in conjunction with talking to the auditors to find what they wanted us to do. He 

will say and he knows we’ve talked about it before, we have multiple debts service funds and it gets 

us into trouble tracking all of this stuff and thinks it got everyone into trouble. He would suggest in 

the future to get a legal opinion and combine all of those into one fund; these transfers and moving 

around of monies is craziness and that’s the overall thing that he would suggest going forward and 

there are other funds that just could be eliminated. The debt service for sure, there are just too many 

of them and we have issues with not having enough special assessments to pay the debt on one of the 

funds and we are still getting revenue on other funds which isn’t enough, and he is sure that is what is 

going on in those cases. Ms. Jones asked isn’t that a reason to do what Mr. Vitalone said so we know 

if there isn’t enough funds that maybe they borrowed money from funds doesn’t that give you more 

of a detail clear picture of what happened in those funds instead of having it in one fund.  Mr. 

Vitalone replied no, he thinks with the movement of money its kind of hard to track if you have if all 

in one fund you still have the amortization schedules so they would just total into the one fund.  Ms. 

Jones stated that phase one or two sewer funds one was short and we had to put more money in it a 

year or two ago something like $102,000 so what you are saying would those be in the same funds so 

we knew we had to add money to do it.  Mr. Vitalone replied that in most entities you only have one 

debt service fund sometimes two, regular bond retirement fund, and then sometimes just a special 
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assessment fund, but many times cities and other governments have one and that’s the norm that he 

has seen.  Ms. Jones stated that all sewers would be in one fund and you wouldn’t of know if you 

were short.  Mr. Vitalone replied yes, once it becomes debt it goes to a service fund and you pay it 

from there. You will know when you get the county distributions and would need to be researched if 

there were issues, you would still have to do it whether they are in separate funds or not.  Mr. Stibich 

stated that he thinks this is something the former Finance Director Vic Nogalo recommended and 

now Mr. Vitalone is recommending it too; but it is something for the future and has nothing to do 

with the ordinance that is on the agenda.  Mr. Vitalone replied it’s a discussion.  Ms. Jones asked if 

there would still be a subsidiary to know whether like that sewer phase fund that had been borrowed 

from and so it was $102,000 short, nothing to do with this administration it happened a long time ago, 

so the question is would you still know if one of your funds came up short. Mr. Vitalone replied yes, 

you would still know.  Ms. Jones asked if you would still keep subsidiaries so you would know what 

was each phase. Mr. Vitalone replied yes, you would have an amortization schedule of that project 

that would show what is due and obviously you would pay that each year and then from the county 

the funds would come in to pay for that; if there is a difference then you would need to know why. He 

knows that Ms. Veloski has dealt with the people in special assessments as far as trying to get all the 

parcels that they have and what is coming in from those parcels.  Mr. Stibich stated to Ms. Jones that 

this is something that we can discuss in the new year with the next finance director and is not 

something we need to resolve now.  Ms. Jones stated that she was just trying to understand if you lost 

any ability to trace anything.  Mr. Vitalone replied that you can still trace it.   

 

Mr. Stibich asked if Council could get back to the ordinance that is under consideration.  A motion 

was made to amend the exhibit and asked if there was any further discussion.  Ms. Jones stated that 

we are doing Zoom and to get adjustments and grants and have decisions made on grants after a 

Council meeting and then we have to go back and approve it; she does not see why Council could not 

have been notified earlier.  She believes the $51,000 grant was known prior to our last Council 

meeting from what she understands so she is saying that Council is very cooperative and does not 

understand why there cannot be more communication and transparency.  Mr. Stibich replied that a 

special meeting could have been held to approve it, but that didn’t happen.  Mayor Graven stated that 

two weeks ago during his report he mentioned the $51,000 and he the $25,000.  The Council 

President is right we could have called two more special meetings.  He stated that we have been very 

busy, obviously with COVID, and again it was an oversight and the administration apologizes. We 

have instructed all of the employees in the administration that in the future call for a special meeting.  

Again, we are transparent, as soon as he finds out about these things, he talks to the Council President 

so there has been full transparency.  Ms. Jones replied that the Council President does not speak to 

her or update her at all so she does not have transparency. In our last audit the city got written up 

because a lot of times they forget to get Council’s approval and that was over and over again.  Mayor 

Graven replied that what he means by transparency is that he discussed the $51,000 and the $25,000 

in his Mayor’s report two weeks ago. He said there was an oversight and he has talked to the 

employees and it won’t happen again and we apologize.  Ms. Jones replied thank you.  Poll on 

amendment to the exhibit: 7 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  

 

Mr. Vitalone indicated that he has a small adjustment to the transfers of $791.88 if we could do that.  

Mr. Stibich asked if he wanted to amend Exhibit “A.”  Mr. Vitalone replied yes.  Mr. Stibich asked 

what the change would be.  Mr. Vitalone replied the change would be an additional $791.88 so the 

total would be $383,316.27.   
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Ms. Jones moved to amend the substituted Exhibit “A” to include a total transfer amount of 

$383,316.27; Mr. Chitester seconded.  Poll: 7 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  

 

Mr. Chitester moved to suspend; Mr. Munteanu seconded.  Voice Vote: 7 ayes; 0 nays. Motion 

carried.  Mr. Chitester moved to waive the reading in its entirety; Ms. Buchholz seconded.  Voice 

Vote: 7 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  Mr. Chitester moved to adopt as amended; Ms. Buchholz 

seconded.  Poll: 7 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  

 

Resolution 61-2020 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO ENTER INTO A COLLECTIVE 

BARGAINING AGREEMENT WITH THE AMERICAN FEDERATION OF STATE, 

COUNTY AND MUNICIPAL EMPLOYEES, AFL-CIO, AND ITS OHIO COUNCIL 8 

LOCAL 2681 REPRESENTING CERTAIN EMPLOYEES OF THE CITY OF OLMSTED 

FALLS, OHIO AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY    First Reading 

 

Mr. Munteanu moved to suspend; Mr. Chitester seconded.  Voice Vote: 7 ayes; 0 nays. Motion 

carried.  Mr. Chitester moved to waive the reading in its entirety; Ms. Buchholz seconded.  Voice 

Vote: 7 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  Mr. Chitester moved to adopt; Mr. Munteanu seconded.  

Poll: 7 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  

 

Ordinance 62-2020 

AN ORDINANCE ADOPTING AND RATIFYING THE SUBMISSION OF A GRANT TO 

THE OHIO DEPARTMENT OF AGING IN THE SUM OF $25,000.00 FOR FUNDING 

FOR JENKINS PLACE SENIOR CENTER AND AUTHORIZING AND RATIFYING THE 

MAYOR’S EXECUTION OF SAID AGREEMENT AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY  

First Reading  
 

Mr. Chitester moved to suspend; Ms. Buchholz seconded.  Voice Vote: 7 ayes; 0 nays. Motion 

carried.  Mr. Chitester moved to waive the reading in its entirety; Ms. Buchholz seconded.  Voice 

Vote: 7 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  Mr. Chitester moved to adopt; Mr. Munteanu seconded.  

Poll: 7 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  

 

Miscellaneous New Business  

 

Mr. Munteanu moved to approve a requisition to Christians in Action to purchase gift cards for 

senior centers in Olmsted Falls in need, $200 Drug Mart and $200 Shaker’s Marketplace, in an 

amount not to exceed $6,800.00; Ms. Buchholz seconded.  Poll: 7 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  

 

Mr. Munteanu moved to approve a requisition to Staples for an Electro Static Sprayer for the Jenkins 

Place Senior Center in an amount not to exceed $540.00; Ms. Buchholz seconded.  Poll: 7 ayes; 0 

nays. Motion carried.  

 

Ms. Buchholz moved to approve a requisition to Staples for 10 iPads with Cases; 1 HP ProBook 

Laptop computer with Microsoft Office; 3 Amazon Echo Dots; 1 sound bar for virtual instruction for 

Jenkins Place Senior Center in an amount not to exceed $5,671.96; Mr. Munteanu seconded.  Poll: 7 

ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  
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Ms. Buchholz moved to approve a requisition to JP Electric to purchase motion activated light 

switches and installation for the Jenkins Place Senior Center in an amount not to exceed $660.00; Mr. 

Chitester seconded.  Poll: 7 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  

 

Ms. Buchholz moved to approve a requisition to Valley Ford Truck to purchase a 2021 Ford F250 

4X4 pickup truck with a plow in an amount not to exceed $40,912.00; Mr. McFadden seconded.  

Poll: 7 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  

 

Ms. Buchholz moved to approve a requisition to Blue Technologies Smart Solutions to purchase 10 

HP ProBook 14.3 Laptops and 10 Microsoft 365 Business Edition in an amount not to exceed 

$9,000.00; Mr. McFadden seconded.  

 

Ms. Jones asked if there should be a charge for some kind of virus software on these computers.  Mr. 

Veloski stated that she knows that we asked for the laptops and the Microsoft Office that comes with 

it and does not know if that was specifically in the specs, the antivirus, or part of being on our server 

so she is not certain about that part. Ms. Jones stated that even if you are on the server or if it’s a 

separate anything it should have antivirus even if it connects to the server. Mr. Stibich stated that we 

can check into that and if it’s not then it would be something that would have to be done.  Ms. Jones 

asked if Council should increase the amount so they do not have to come back to Council and say we 

need antivirus. Ms. Veloski stated that portion would not be part of the grant money so the city would 

have to cover that expense and she will look into it. Ms. Jones asked if the remote computers will 

have a VPN network to log in with a secure link.  Ms. Veloski replied that they are the experts on this 

and she is sorry she can’t answer.  Ms. Jones stated that she is just saying there are more costs and 

she wants to make sure we are prepared for them. Poll: 7 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  

 

Such other business that may come before Council - None 

 

Mr. Chitester moved to adjourn into executive session to discuss matters of personnel pursuant to 

ORC 121.22(G)(1); Ms. Buchholz seconded. Poll: 7 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  

 

The meeting adjourned at 8:19 p.m.  

 

Ms. Buchholz moved to adjourn into regular session; Mr. Chitester seconded.  Poll: 7 ayes; 0 nays. 

Motion carried.  

 

The meeting reconvened at 8:29 p.m.  

 

Ms. Buchholz moved to adjourn; Mr. Chitester seconded.  Poll: 7 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  

 

The meeting adjourned at 8:29 p.m.  

 

 

 

              ____________________________ 

Paul Stibich, Council President  Angela Mancini, Clerk of Council 


	Consideration of Amendment to the Agenda
	Approval of Bills:

